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The United Nations/Nepal Workshop on the appli-
cations of global navigation satellite systems (GNSS)
in Kathmandu was organized jointly by the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
and the Survey Department of the Ministry of Land
Reform and Management on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Nepal. The Workshop was organized and co-
sponsored by the International Committee on Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG) and GfRmbH Gal-
ileo Control Centre, German Space Agency (DLR).
About 150 participants from 32 countries (Australia,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Croatia, Egypt,
Estonia, Fiji, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Ja-
pan, Lao PDR, Latvia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Morocco,
Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philip-
pines, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Thailand,
Turkey, Ukraine, United States of America and Uz-
bekistan. Representative of the European Commis-
sion and representative of the Office for Outer Space
Affairs also participated. The Workshop was hosted
by the Survey Department of the Ministry of Land
Reform and Management and held in Kathmandu,
Nepal, from 12 to 16 December 2016.

The Workshop addressed the use of GNSS for vari-

10




ous applications that can provide sustainable social
and economic benefits, in particular for developing
countries. Current and planned projects that use
GNSS technology for both practical applications and
scientific explorations were presented. Cooperative
efforts and international partnerships for capacity-
building, training and research were discussed.

Seminar on Space Weather was held to address the
challenging aspects of space weather phenomena,
their impact on GNSS users, the variability of these
impacts and the actions that may mitigate their ef-
fects. Seminar on GNSS spectrum protection and in-
terference detection and mitigation was also orga-
nized during the Workshop. The purpose of the semi-
nar was to highlight the importance of GNSS spec-
trum protection at the national level and explain how
to reap the benefits of GNSS.

FERAOEE(B)

A special demo session was also organized to
demonstrate Low Cost RTK System based on
RTKLIB and u-blox GNSS receiver. The participants
were overwhelmed by the compactness of the system
and the accuracy it can be achieved at such a low cost
of about US$250.

The participants recognized the need for the con-
tinuous building of national and regional expertise,
through the provision of scholarships, long-term and
short-term training and education at the United Na-
tions-affiliated Regional Centers and other academic
centers of excellence. In addition, participants
stressed the need to make the existing educational
opportunities available to a wider university commu-
nity.

Participants expressed their appreciation to the '

Survey Department of the Ministry of Land Reform
and Management of Nepal for the hospitality, sub-
stance and organization of the Workshop. Partici-
pants also expressed their appreciation for the signifi-
cant support provided by the Government of Nepal,
the United Nations, ICG and GfRmbH Galileo Con-
trol Centre, DLR.

Please visit the following site for more details
about the workshop and to download the presented
papers.
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/psa/
schedule/2016/2016-nepal-workshop-on-gnss.html
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